
AP MUSIC THEORY 

Summer Prep Material (worth 100 total DAY ONE points!) 

Name___________________________ 

Year_________ 

 

Welcome to AP Music Theory! Since we all come from various musical levels and 

backgrounds, summer prep will ensure that we all begin on a more level playing field.  

 

The material in TERMS will be used throughout the year and are likely to appear on the 

AP test. Please use the provided copy of the list of terms to help you define the terms. You 

will need to gain access to the internet or a music dictionary to help with this process. 

There will be a random, 25 question test on the first day of class consisting of 

terms/answers directly pulled from the List. There will be a portion of the time during 

which you may use your summer packet to assist you! (25 points) 

 

The material in FREE RESPONSE will also be on the opening day test, as it is 

foundational knowledge needed to begin this class. You need to be able to draw/label the 

concepts found in this entire section. (25 points) 

 

Finally, please organize and bring with you on the first day of class a 1 ½ -inch binder 

that contains the following (50 points!): 

 Front and side labeled with AP Music Theory and your name (first/last) 

 Notebook paper (loose leaf without trimmings, please) 

 Staff paper (You can purchase staff paper books at your local music store or 

print pages off the internet. Please be certain the staff paper you choose has 5 

lines and no clefs or bar lines.) 

 Four tabs with the following labels: written work (for notes/assignments/quizzes 

over concepts learned in class), practice AP (for materials directly from past AP 

tests & lists you create from which to study), ear training (primarily for sight 

singing, dictation, and practice logs), and paper  

 

As a suggestion, since we must retrain your ears to listen more critically than ever 

before, a smart device for downloading apps will be of great use to you throughout the 

course of the year.  

 

If at any time you have questions throughout the summer, please email Mrs. Milthaler at 

hmilthaler@kingslocal.net or text 937.231.9854. 

 

Good luck and happy studying!  –M. 
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TERMS 

Please note: 

Students surveyed who have completed this course strongly suggest that future APMT 

students study, learn, and keep this list of terms to study for the AP Test!  

 

accelerando 

accent 

accidental 

Alberti bass 

anacrusis 

arco 

arpeggio 

articulation 

augmentation 

binary 

cadence 

canon 

chordal accompaniment 

chromatic 

coda 

compound meter 

contour 

contrasting period 

countermelody 

counterpoint 

crescendo 

diatonic 

diminuendo 

diminution 

dotted rhythm 

double period 

duple meter 

duplet 

dynamics in order (ppp thru fff) 

half step= semitone 

harmonic rhythm 

hemiola 

homophony 

interval 

introduction 

inversion 

key signature 



legato 

literal repetition 

marcato 

melisma 

melody with accompaniment 

modulation 

monophony 

motive 

obbligato 

order of mode names (Ionian thru Locrian) 

ostinato 

parallel period 

pentatonic scale 

Picardy third 

pizzicato 

polyphony 

quadruple meter 

refrain 

retrograde 

ritardando 

rounded binary 

rubato 

scale degree names 

sequence 

simple meter 

slur 

solo/soli 

staccato 

syncopation 

tempo markings in order (to include adagio, allegro, andante, grave, largo, leno, moderato, presto, vivace) 

tenuto 

ternary 

theme 

through-composed 

tie 

timbre 

time signatures 

tonality 

transposition 

triple meter 

triplet  

tutti  

unison= prime 



variation 

voice parts in order (SATB) 

walking bass 

whole step = whole tone 

whole tone scale 

 

 

 

 

FREE RESPONSE 

 

1. Clefs: be able to draw and label the lines and spaces of the 

a) Treble or G clef 

 

 

b) Bass or F clef 

 

 

c) C clef (middle line, or alto clef version) 

 

 

*which exact pitch does the C clef identify? 

 

 

2. Rhythm: be able to draw and label symbols for 

a) note duration: whole, half, quarter, eighth, & sixteenth notes 

 

 

b) rest duration: whole, half, quarter, eighth, & sixteenth rests 

 

 

3. Key Signatures: be able to 

a) list the flats & sharps in the order they appear every time on the staff 

 

 

b) draw a grand staff and place the flats/sharps correctly on both staves  


